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eit'sonly a
matter of time before someone
suggests that the
F-111 crash was caused by the UFO.®

Filrns ot UFQs in flight
are rare, Rarer still are
those films that sur-
vive technical scru-
tiny, apparently pro:
viding evidence ol
soma unknown obiect
inthe sky. _

That's why the 20-

-second fiim made by
British building sur-
Wﬁl‘ Peter Day has.
eved such caleb-
ity stalus in the world
of UFOs. It was Jani-
ary 11, 1973, at 9:10
AM, Gn the oltskirts of
the village of Cud-
gg&al;%m when Day |
anrmnaﬂ
paned aeupar
acamara along in his
‘car and filmed lhe
pulsating object as it
passed over some
freetops about @
auarter of 2 mile away (simulated version-abave, af right).

It didn't take long for the film to come to the atrention of
the Brilish UFO Research Association (BUFORA). The seg-
ment, the group announced, was both "genuine-and puz-
Ziing." A later examination by UFO-photography spec;ahs:
Peter Warnrington, in conjunction with the Kodak-UK Labo-
ratories at Hemel Hempstead, backed up the BUFORA con-
cluston. "There has been no trickery,” Warrington deciared.
And Peter Sutherst, technicakinformation consuitant for Ko-
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dak-UK; agreed. "Whatever the film shows," he said. ‘itisa -

real objectinthe sky."
Just recently, though, BUFORA asked a team headed by

ufologist Ken Phiillips to investigate the film again. The new |

finding: The abject In the film was a U.S. Air Force F-111 jet,
ﬁrﬂaurnably ablaze The et hadaken off from nearby Upper

syford Alr Force Base, developed a malfunction; and cir-
cled the area lor 40minutes toiuse up fuel, Before the pilot
collid make an emargency landing, though, the crew para-

chuled to safety and
theplanecrashedina
field The time and
dateofthecrasin 946
A, January 11, 1973
“The chances are
against two highly un-
usual bul unreiated
phenomena accur-
fing in'the same area
at mmd ihe same
time," the team de-
elared in an official
writlen statement.
"The |nevitable con-
clusion is that-there
was only. ene unlsual
phenomenon; namely
the troubled F-111, and
It was this which was
obseryvad and filmed
hy the witness," Adds
team coordinator Phil-
lips, "The concluson
seems hard to refuts”
Warrington doesnl
necessanly agrea. 'l

'mmﬂwmmmmmmammabbm
. he says “But we studied the film under consicerable mag-

nification, and at no point was an aircralt detected ™

Day. who says he has filmed many an aircrait. iseven ess
pleased with the BUFORA report. "l would be quite happy
ﬂsunmcuuldlaﬂmewhaummedmatday e says,

“put | dor't believe | fiilmed an arrcraft. A dozenother pecple.
including a schoolleacher and several schooichildren; also
saw the UFQ They wére closer to the object than | was, and
their descriptions tally with what is on the-fim.”

The controversy over the Day fiim will continte o rage,
and it's-onty @ matiér of time befote sameone suggests thal
the F+111 crash was caused by the UFO. But to'serious UFO
investigators the concern is that yet another prime case has
been throwr inta doubt, Tha huntis still on for apiece of film
that defies:rational solution. Aftar nearly 40 years its failure
to arrive offers little solace fo those wHo champion the exist-
erice of UFQs—JENNY RANDLES
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